SBS CC

12/1/2008

3:30-5pm, 1039 Derby Hall

DRAFT minutes
Present: Mumy, McGraw, Bruce, Hobgood, Haddad, Bellair, McDaniel, Nygren, Hallihan, Liddle, Nathanson

1. Approval of 11-17-08 minutes Unanimously Approved
2. Set meeting days for next quarter – check Tuesdays, 3:30-5:00 NOT 1st Tuesdays of the month, try for every other week, send out preliminary dates to committee.

3. Anthro 452 Unanimously Approved
a. New hire specialist in Polynesian studies, would add to regional option in archaeology minor and as an elective for major

b. Final – how many points?

c. Delete “Undergraduate” from “Undergraduate Grading Scheme” implies a graduate course

d. Need 18-char abbr. Suggestion: rec’d 12-3-08
4. Econ 597.02 Unanimously Approved
a. Not a core subject within Economics but is an expanding focus based on interest and current events

b. Emphasizes cost/benefit analysis on side of deterrents, from terroists’ side with goal of putting in a broader context that will appeal to people from other disciplines consistent with 597s

c. Enforce pre-reqs listed? Bruce to get back to office on that 597s 

d. Change repeatability to 0 hours

e. Grading breakdown: pre-asmt questionnaire 5% of grade: rationale is to gain substantive answers from students and task will be graded on reasonable effort. Goal is course assessment – pre and post testing as indirect measure. Instructor firmly believes that students should be given small amount of points for effort.

f. Week 3: Islam: Why is Islam singled out? Suggestions for other titles: “Islam as context for terrorism in the Middle East”; Could be offensive. What about terrorism in U.S. ?  “Middle East Region”  “Ethnic Terrorism” Can this be contextualized or included?

g. Texts assigned are sympathetic to Islam as a religion that does not support terrorism

5. Atmospheric Sciences Course requests

a. Course Change Geog 637 housekeeping changes to pre-reqs (Unanimously Approved)
b. Research and Internship courses: 689, 699, H783 – all will allow for designations of research or internships on transcripts Unanimously Approved
6. Geography course change requests

a. 200 does not count toward major, GEC course, change in description only.

b. 240 slight change to description, reflects content changes within discipline but not intent of course

c. 280 changing number and level to 480, would like as intro to 580 and 680, more difficult than typical 200-level course within curriculum. Would be part of new GIS major.

i. Reading list and syllabus have not changed – is this an alignment of number with rigor? Students have expressed disconnect between their expectations and the demands of the course and this will help set proper expectations.

ii. Content and rigor have evolved since its inception and department does not see another more basic 200-level course replacing the number

iii. Will there be pre-reqs?  No.

d. 400 title and description update

i. Course aims need to be aligned with new North America focus (add Mexico)
e. 430 simplify title and tightens description to make more specific and refined
i. Was proposed with lab but was never taught with lab. Has not been counted as a GEC with lab

ii. Has ENR been consulted for concurrence? Not specifically but ENR intends to offer it within Environmental Citizenship minor which implies concurrence

iii. Removes pre-req of 210, which was put in there at behest of former CCC and has been waived in practiced because it has been proven that student success is not negatively affected by waiving this course

f. 445 omits “Geography” from title to streamline titles

g. 460 Update of description of what is covered in a political geog. Class

h. 490 relatively new course, Bio wanted Geography to put “Intro” in title and proposed title change emphasizes “Biogeography”

i. Typo on syllabus title “Live”

i. 505 used to be decimalized into central and south America, moving to Latin American focus followed by 605. International Studies supports this course and is excited to teach this new version of a course that has not been taught in a long time

i. Credit hour increase from 4-5 to standardize with departmental offerings

ii. Class offering times also made consistent with other curriculua

iii. Check pre-req of “none” to make sure

iv. 5-credit hour course? Syllabus looks a little thin – needs assignments and readings. Without comparison syllabus (this is current syllabus) committee needs expanded syllabus

Approved with Contingencies in bold

j. 505 and 510 – updates to title and pre-reqs does dept. want pre-reqs for 500-level courses (i.e. some Geography course?)

k. 605 changing title to more equitable and descriptive title, description reflects evolution of course
i. Change to NOT repeatable as “topics” nature of course has changed
l. 630 new title focuses on politics of environ of conservation in terms of disciplinary trends and how course is taught as does description
i. More about how conservation decisions are made at various levels of decision-making which takes climate change issues and politics more into consideration
m. 640 had recent title change but description was not changed to match. Description now reflects title change. Follows “Space” (spatial) nomenclature of discipline.
n. 642 update of description to reflect disciplinary trends and how course is taught
o. 650 title change distinguishes “urban” courses using spaces and global perspective, description follows
i. 18-char change to: ? delete 3 characters

Approved with contingency in bold

p. 652 refined title and description 

q. 655 more significant change: title change reflects new focus on land use and resource analysis, description changes accordingly, eliminates lab, expands list of pre-reqs.

i. Exciting change in curriculum to have this course apply as an elective to 3 out of 4 existing tracks (under revisions)

ii. Syllabus needs expansion: reading list, assignment descriptions

Approved with contingencies in bold
r. 670 change to 470: was formerly seen as opportunity for graduate students but course is in alignment with other 400-level offerings

i. Suggestion to consider reversing order of title

s. 680 updates title and descriptions

i. Consider change to 18-char title, not necessary

t. 683 update to title and desc recognizes new composition in dept of quantitative in addition to qualitative analysis course (qualitative covered in 685)

u. 686 title and desc refinement

i. Pre-reqs not changing – confirmed

v. 687 title and desc refinement and update

w. 695 course had been on books as undergrad seminar in applied geography and used this number to create research and professionalization seminar for applied geography students

i. Has been hugely successful with students and will be required for and/or elective for other specializations

ii. Course is a key part of revised undergrad major in geography as a type of capstone course to complement Geographic Thought course
7. Final vote on Geography major revisions and new majors and accompanying course requests

Unanimous Approval of all major revisions and new majors
